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	Course Information
	Master’s Degree in Science of Investigation, 6 ECTS, academic year 2023-2024, I semester.
LANGUAGE: ITALIAN

	Professor Information
	Prof. Alberto Scerbo is Full Professor in Philosophy of Law (Department of Law, Economic and Sociology).
Prof.ssa Paola Chiarella is Associate Professor in Philosophy of Law (Department of Law, Economic and Sociology).

Student reception: room 9, “S. Venuta University Campus”, Legal-economic building at the end of each lesson (prior appointment scheduled by email).

Contacts: scerbo@unicz.it; paola.chiarella@unicz.it; 0961.3694933.

	Course Description
	The course aims to outline the fundamental concepts of legal theory, through a path that takes into consideration the central themes and arguments of legal-philosophical reflection, with particular regard to punishment. It intends to dwell, in a specific way, on the function of criminal law and punishment in the constitutional framework. It will also deepen their evolution until now. It also aims to problematically analyze the issues related to the criminal execution phase and to deepen the prison theme. The course also deals with the issue of restorative justice, to highlight the theoretical profiles and the related practical issues.

	Course objectives and expected learning outcomes

	The intention is to allow students at the beginning of the course of study to orient themselves on the essential notions in legal matters, but in critical terms, always asking themselves the question of the essence of the issues and developing the ability to argue. At the end of the course, students should be able to master the main legal-philosophical concepts and critically know the fundamental themes, both from a theoretical and a practical point of view, related to penal law and the problem of punishment. They must also have developed critical analytical skills and the ability to argue on the most relevant legal issues.


	Program (contents, methods of development);

Possible distinction of programs between attending and non-attending students
	The philosophy of punishment. Criminal law and punishment function in the constitutional framework. Punishment as a social institution. The problem of life imprisonment. Social security and public safety. The sentence execution and the prison problem. The theoretical profiles and practices of restorative justice. The possibility of accessing a specific program that arises from the lessons content is reserved for attending students only. For attending students only, an exempt intermediate test is possible.

	Estimate of the commitment required for individual study in terms of hours
	The indicated program requires an individual study of approximately 150 hours.

	Teaching methods 
	The course will take place through lectures and seminars aimed at stimulating students to debate, confront and make independent judgments on the topics discussed.

	Learning resources (recommended textbooks, further recommended reading, other educational material)
	O. SAPIA, A. SCERBO (a cura di), Temi, problemi e prospettive del sistema penale, ESI, Napoli 2022

	Support Activities
	Reception activities and exercises.

	Modality of Attendance
	Attendance is not compulsory. Attending students will be able to take intermediate tests.

	Modality of  Assessment of knowledge
	Grade
Knowledge and understanding of the topic
Ability to analyze and synthesize
Use of references
Fail
Severe shortcomings and inaccuracies
Irrelevant. Frequent generalizations. Inability to synthesize
Completely inappropriate
18-20

Sufficient. Important shortcomings.
Sufficient capabilities
Sufficient
21-23

Basic knowledge
The student is capable of correct analysis and synthesis, argues logically and consistently
The student uses standard references
24-26

Satisfactory.

Good knowledge
The student has good analysis and synthesis skills. The arguments are expressed consistently
The student uses standard references
27-29

Very Good
The student has considerable skills in analysis and synthesis
The student deepened the topics of the exam
30-30L

Excellent
The student has excellent analysis and synthesis skills
Important insights.



